USAID SUCCESS STORY

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Tackling Extreme Poverty through Linking Health and
Economic Strengthening Services in Lesotho

Poverty is a harsh reality for the 46% of the population of Lesotho living on less than
USD $1.25 a day. Added to the economic challenges of this small country are an HIV
and AIDS crisis of epidemic proportions; just under one in four people are living with
HIV, the third highest prevalence rate in the world. Fifteen percent of child deaths
are from malnutrition, and stunting is estimated at 39%. This convergence of poverty,
disease, and hunger is shattering the traditional social safety nets in existence for so
many generations and putting the burden fully on individuals, families, communities
and increasing demand on already stretched health and social service infrastructure.

Looking to improve social and economic conditions for HIV-affected populations, the
Ministries of Health (MOH) and Social Development (MOSD) developed a unique
partnership. This is occurring through the integration of Nutrition, Assessment,
Counseling, and Support (NACS) into routine maternal and child health services and
improved referral networks. Specifically, this effort looks to reduce perinatal trans-
mission of HIV and to improve the immunization of children under five years old.

The MOSD’s first step was to refine their grants program into a conditional cash
transfer (CCT) program to meet the needs of its poorest and most vuInerabIe popu-
lations. This step was sup-
ported by PEPFAR through
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The CCT pilot is expected to start in 2014 and has been conceived with the addi-
tional goal of making data based decisions to fine tune program operations. Placing

of FHI 360 and do not necessarily reflect the mother and baby pairs at the center of the program may strengthen both their role
views of USAID or the United States within the program and potentially in the eyes of their families and communities.
government. Additionally, the program establishes the importance of collaboration between the

MOSD and MOH to tackle the multifaceted challenges facing Lesotho.
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THE SCIENCE OF IMPROVING LIVES


http://www.fhi360.org/
http://www.care.org/index.asp?
http://www.worldvision.org/



